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Message from the AAVI President – 

Carol Chitko-McKown 

 

 
 

 It is my honor and pleasure to serve as the AAVI 

President for 2013, and I will do my utmost to work 

toward the advancement of our society.  At this time 

I would like to thank Past-President Paul Coussens 

for work during 2012 and his continued work as the 

Chair of the Constitution and By-Laws Committee.  

The organizational memory that we have in this 

society is something that makes taking office much 

less challenging than it could be – those who go 

before us are gracious enough to remain active and 

keep Association business moving forward 

smoothly.  I would also like to thank President-

Elect Susan Eicher for her tenacity in getting this 

edition of the newsletter out in a timely manner.  

Susan served as Newsletter Editor for quite some 

time and despite now having other Association  

 

 

 

responsibilities, has stepped in once again until we 

can fill the position on a more permanent basis.  

Further thanks go out to Laura Miller our Awards 

Chair, and Matt Sylte our Secretary/Treasurer who 

is working closely with Past-Secretary/Treasurer 

Gina Pighetti to transfer all files and accounts to his 

location.  We hope to officially separate these two 

positions for 2014, so please stay tuned for 

upcoming news on that front.  Finally 

congratulations go out to our new Vice-President 

Crystal Loving who is busy putting together the 

AAVI Mini-Symposium for 2013, and to all of our 

new Board and Committee Members. 

The year got off to a bit of a bumpy start when 

we learned that the AAVI web site that we had 

planned to improve had completely gone off-line.  

Rather than working on an up-grade, we instead had 

to seek out a new web host.  After reading reviews 

and checking costs, we selected iPAGE as our new 

host.  Unfortunately, the security procedures that 

keep unauthorized individuals from changing our 

site also made it difficult to get in and load up our 

own information.  Kevin Lahmers very patiently 

waded through the electronic red tape and I am 

pleased to announce to you that once again you can 

access the AAVI web site at www.theaavi.org .  

Now that we’ve cleared that hurdle, we can begin 

the renovations.  We have hired Kelsi Bradley of 

Kearney, NE who has experience in web design, to 

work with us on this project.  In addition to making 

the site user-friendly, we would also like to make it 

have more of a personal feel.  Please submit any 

suggestions you have on improving the site to me 

http://www.theaavi.org/
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and we will do our best to include them.  What we 

can use from you immediately are photos of AAVI 

members in action!  Please forward any photos you  

would like to see on the site to me – we are hoping 

to use them throughout the site, but may also 

include a section of current activities. 

On a positive note, Susan Eicher will shortly be 

Co-Chairing the AAI-AAVI Veterinary 

Immunology Symposium at Immunology 2013 and 

Laura Miller is currently working on selecting 6 

young scientists to receive $1,000 travel grants to 

attend this meeting.  AAVI continues to develop our 

relationship with AAI as demonstrated by not only 

this yearly joint symposium, but also by the 

conversations between the officers and 

administrators of the two organizations.  As 

veterinary immunologists, we are at a very 

important time in research:  it is becoming clear that 

mice may not actually be the best models for human 

immunological research.  Many of us have 

suspected this, but now we are in a unique position 

to leverage our expertise to access more funding 

avenues than ever before by working closely with 

our colleagues in human and mouse immunology.  

Finally, I would to emphasize that it is mainly 

through the good words and works of our members 

that we gain an even bigger membership.  Please 

continue to reach out to your colleagues who have 

not yet joined or who may not even know of our 

association.  Spread the word to your students or 

your fellow graduate students about the numerous 

opportunities AAVI offers to Young Scientists to 

compete for awards.  I can remember the support I 

received as a graduate student from senior members 

of AAVI, and I believe we are still one of the most 

welcoming, helpful organizations to our young 

members.  We have the chance to mold the future of 

our field – let’s make the most of this opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 Distinguished Veterinary 

Immunologist Awarded to:     

 Dr. Michael Murtaugh 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Association of Veterinary 

Immunologists (AAVI) is pleased to announce that 

Dr. Michael P. Murtaugh has been selected as their 

2012 Distinguished Veterinary Immunologist.  Dr. 

Murtaugh is a Professor in the Department of 

Veterinary & Biomedical Sciences, College of 

Veterinary Medicine (CVM) at the University of 

Minnesota (UMN).  He received his bachelor’s 

degree from University of Notre Dame and his 

Ph.D. from Ohio State University.  He has 184 

refereed journal publications, 65 books/book 

chapters/reviews/invited articles, and 4 patents (1 

pending). 

 

Dr. Murtaugh's CV clearly affirms his impact on 

veterinary immunology research. His work has 

focused on molecular mechanisms of host defense  
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against infection, with a major emphasis on swine  

responses to porcine reproductive and respiratory 

syndrome virus (PRRSV) infection and more 

recently gut mucosal responses to Salmonella 

infection. His PRRS work led to his selection by US 

PRRS researchers as the first Program Director for 

the USDA Coordinated Agricultural Project on 

Control and Elimination of PRRS (PRRS CAP) 

resulting in $4.4M national effort to address critical 

issues surrounding this endemic disease. For his 

own laboratory Dr. Murtaugh has attracted 

continued funding from the USDA CSREES/AFRI, 

US National Pork Board, Minnesota Pork Board 

and UMN-CVM for swine disease research, 

particularly PRRS. His vaccine research attracted 

funding from companies, e.g., Medi-Ject, Inc., for 

DNA vaccine optimization in pigs, and Boehringer 

Ingelheim Vetmedica, for analyzing anti-PRRS 

viral immunity.  Dr. Murtaugh's molecular skills 

were critical to his work in protein engineering and 

expression. His was some of the earliest work to 

clone and express swine cytokines and develop 

monoclonal antibodies (mAb) reactive with them 

for quantitation of their expression and effects; this 

technology was transferred to numerous companies 

to develop these reagents for swine immune studies. 

His USDA grants and publications in the 1990s 

targeted the importance of cytokines in prevention 

and treatment of respiratory diseases. The U.S. 

Veterinary Immune Reagent Network has benefitted 

from his advice as an executive advisory board 

member since its inception in 2006.  Over his career 

Dr. Murtaugh has pursued improving vaccines for 

viral pathogens of swine; he has applied his 

extensive expertise to explore novel immunologic 

approaches using different vectors, adjuvants and 

combinations of target antigens. His research has 

probed disease mechanisms and viral pathogenesis; 

with colleagues he has detailed the phylogeny of 

PRRSV including the recent high pathogenicity 

Chinese PRRSV isolates, and explored alternate 

controls to prevent replication of infectious viruses. 

Dr. Murtaugh's publications are important 

references for the field, his reviews are highly cited 

and his editorial efforts well respected. For AAVI 

he served as a proactive board member.  His most 

important research contributions have been through 

fundamental and applied research into molecular 

mechanisms of disease resistance in swine, his 

training of graduate students and postdoctoral 

scientists, and his service to the profession and to 

the national and international research community. 

 

Secretary/Treasurer’s Note 
 

Thank you to Gina Pighetti  

 

 
 

Gina is retiring from the secretary/treasurer office 

after over 5 years of service.  Some major 

advancements have been accomplished during her 

tenure.  We are now able to pay dues online thanks 

to Gina’s efforts. Recently Gina worked 

cooperatively with Matt Sylte to get our account 

moved to a national bank so that 2 people can sign 

checks and payment can be made at the meeting.  

We are now giving the graduate student competition 

winners their checks at the meeting, thus alleviating 

one problem with transient students. Gina has been 

great at getting a table set up at CRWAD and 

pushing for people to be at the table to encourage 

membership. Gina was responsible for getting us 

moved to Bucca de Beppo’s and organizing that 
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luncheon each year! We realize what a time-

consuming position this is and thank you for your 

service. 

 

 

  
Our final luncheon at Bucca de Beppo’s. 

 

 

AAVI/AAI-VIC Joint Symposium at 

Immunology 2013 
 

By Susan Eicher 

 

The plans for the AAVI/AAI-VIC Symposium to be 

help at the 100
th

 annual AAI meeting in Honolulu 

on May 6
th

 are complete. 

 The topic is Natural Animal Models of Human 

Disease.  Traditional rodent models often do not 

recapitulate human disease, and performing 

research directly in humans presents its own set of 

practical limitations and ethical concerns. Research 

in nonhuman primates and domestic animal species 

fills this void and has provided major advances in 

our understanding of diseases of both humans and 

animals. This symposium will illustrate the value of 

a range of natural animal models of human 

infectious and immunologic diseases.  

 

Natural Animal Models of Human Disease 

Monday, May 6, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM, Room 317 

Chairs: Simon M. Barratt-Boyes, University of Pittsburgh 

Susan D. Eicher, Livestock Behavior Research Unit, ARS, 

USDA 

Speakers: 

Wendy C. Brown, Washington State University College of 

Veterinary Medicine, Dysregulated T cell responses 

induced by a persistent bacterial pathogen of cattle 

Guido Silvestri, Yerkes National Primate Research Center, 

Emory University School of Medicine, Understanding 

AIDS by studying natural SIV infections 

Daniel R. Perez, University of Maryland, College Park, Of 

men, pigs, birds, and...flu 

Carol Reinero, University of Missouri College of 

Veterinary Medicine, What spontaneous and experimental 

feline asthma can teach us about human asthma 

 

 

2012 AAVI Mini-Symposium 
By Susan Eicher, Co-chair of the symposium with 

Laura Miller 

 

The mini-symposium “Agricultural Species as 

Immunological Models in Veterinary and 

Biomedical Research” was presented on Monday 

morning, December 2, 2012.  Dr. Ray Waters 

(NADC, Ames, IA) introduced the topic and spoke 

about the disease model of the dual-purpose with 

dual-benefit approach.  His work focuses on bovine 

tuberculosis in wildlife and domestic species.  Dr. 

Cynthia Baldwin (U. Mass.) presented her 

complimentary work with γδ T-cells and their WC1 

co-receptor and how it can be related to 

Mycobacteria bovis.  Dr. Jodi McGill from the 

NADC laboratory reported on her work of the 

characterization of the antigen-specific γδ T-cell 

response to M. bovis infection in cattle.  Hao-Ting 

Hsu from Dr. Baldwin’s laboratory at U. Mass. 

discussed her work on the WC1 protein functioning 

as a pattern recognition receptor and co-receptor for 

γδ T-cells.  Dr. Maggioli from NADC, presented 

her work on effector and memory T cell subsets in 

response to M. bovis.  The remaining speakers 

presented two unique approaches for the use of 
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agricultural species a immunological models in 

veterinary and biomedical research.  Dr. Doug 

Burrin from USDA-Children’s Nutrition Research 

Center presented the use of porcine models used in 

combating necrotizing enterocolitis in neonates.  He 

showed points of opportunity to influence immune 

development, particularly in pre-term infants.  The 

section was completed with a presentation on the 

influence of adipose tissues on immunity.  Dr. 

Ajuwon, Purdue University, used swine models to 

show how adipose tissue releases inflammatory 

cytokines that result in altered immune status.  The 

symposium showed the broad range of the concept 

for immunological models and was a successful 

mini-symposium involving mentors and their 

students.   

  

 

 

2012 AAVI Student Presentation 

Competition at CRWAD  
By Laura Miller, Chair, AAVI Awards Committee 

 

 
Award winners from left to right: Basavaraj 

Binjawadagi, Roxann Brooks, Aimee Benjamin, 

Sephanie Neal, and Anne Johnson and AAVI award 

committee chair, Laura Miller. 

 

The 2012 AAVI Student Presentation Competition 

sponsored by AAI was held during the 93rd annual 

meeting of CRWAD, December 4-6, in Chicago, 

Illinois. Seventeen students participated in the oral 

(10 contestants) and poster (7 contestants) 

categories. The presenters represented Korea and 11 

universities within the United States. A broad range 

of research topics in veterinary immunology were 

covered, however, cattle were the prominent species 

studied accounting for 10 out of the 11 

presentations! Pigs were second place (3) followed 

by horses (2) and mice (1). At least three judges 

were assigned to judge each contestant, and the 

three presentations in each category earning the 

highest overall scores captured the awards. The 

winners for 2012 are as follows: 

 

First Place Oral: $500 award, certificate, and 

membership  

No. 122, Basavaraj Binjawadagi, Ohio State 

University, Wooster, OH: Nanoparticle based 

inactivated adjuvanted porcine reproductive and 

respiratory syndrome virus vaccine elicits superior 

cross protective immunity.  

 

Second Place Oral: $250 award, certificate, and 

membership  

No. 125, Roxann Brooks, University of California, 

Davis, CA: Development of a mouse model for 

delineating protective immune response(s) specific 

for epizootic bovine abortion.  

 

Third Place Oral: $100 award, certificate, and 

membership  

No. 126, Aimee Benjamin, University of Vermont, 

Burlington, VT: Use of dermal fibroblasts to predict 

the innate immune response to bovine mastitis. 

 

Poster, 1st Place: $350 award, certificate, and 

membership  

No. 81P, Stephanie Neal, Virginia Tech, 

Blacksburg, VA: The effect of maternal colostral 

immune cells on neonatal health and immune 

development.  

 

Poster, 2nd Place: $150 award, certificate, and 

membership  

No. 75P Anne Johnson, Virginia Tech, 

Blacksburg, VA: Staphylococcus aureus inhibition 

of dendritic cell apoptosis.  

 

Poster, 3rd Place: $75 award, certificate and 

membership  

No. 79P, Mari Lehtimaki, Virginia Tech. 

Granzyme B release is triggered by activation of 

bovine lymphocytes. 
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Once again, this competition would not be 

possible without AAI sponsorship and provision of 

certificates, and the support of the AAVI 

membership, board, and especially our fine judges 

2012 -- Drs. Carol Chitko-McKown, Katherine 

Petersson, Gabriela Calzada-Nova, Aradhyu 

Gourapura, Guolong “Glenn” Zhang and Laurel 

Gershwin. 

 

Please note: entry into the AAVI Student 

Presentation Competition at CRWAD requires 

the student and/or mentor to be an AAVI 

member in good standing (as defined by dues 

paid in the last 3 years). 

 

Also as 2012 CRWAD Immunology Section chair I 

would like to thank the presiders: Drs.  Susan 

Eicher, Carol Chitko McKown, Lorraine Sordillo, 

Isis Mullarky, Guolong “Glenn” Zhang, Katherine 

Petersson, Bill Davis, Laurel Gershwin and 

Renukaradhya Gourapura. We also thank the 2012 

sponsors of the CRWAD Immunology Section: 

Merck Animal Health, Merial, Boehringer 

Ingelhiem, and Pfizer Animal Health. 

 

 

2012 AAVI travel awards  
By Laura Miller, Chair, AAVI Awards Committee 

 

The 6
th

 International Veterinary Vaccines and 

Diagnostics Conference (IVVDC 2012) to be held 

29th July – 1
st
 August, 2012 in Cairns Queensland, 

Australia 

$2000 awarded to Renukaradhya J. Gourapura, 

DVM, MS, PhD, Ohio State University to present 

“Development of a cross-protective mucosal 

vaccine to control porcine reproductive and 

respiratory syndrome in pigs”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 AAVI travel awards  
By Laura Miller, Chair, AAVI Awards Committee 

 

The American Association of Immunologists 

Annual Meeting (IMMUNOLOGY2013) to be held 

May 3-7, 2013 in Honolulu, Hawaii 

$1000 awarded to: 

- Aneesh Thakur, Postdoctoral Scientist, 

National Veterinary Institute, Denmark to 

present "A novel multi-stage subunit vaccine 

against paratuberculosis induces significant 

immunity and reduces bacterial burden in 

tissues". 

- Jessica Switzenberg, Ph.D. Student, Michigan 

State University to present “Transcriptomic 

studies of Mycobacterium avium subsp. 

paratuberculosis infected monocyte-derived 

macrophages from individual dairy cows”. 

- Jonathan Roussey, Ph.D. Student, Michigan 

State University to present “Investigating 

regulatory T cell responses to MAP antigen 

stimulation using a monocyte-derived 

macrophage antigen presentation system” 

- Lakshmi Sunkara, Postdoctoral Research 

Associate, Oklahoma State University to 

present “Role of histone acetylation, cAMP 

signaling, and mitogen-activated protein 

kinase pathways in butyrate-induced host 

defense peptide gene expression in chicken 

HD11 macrophage cells” 

- Mahmoud Darweesh, Graduate Research 

Assistant, South Dakota State University to 

present “Bovine Natural Killer Cells are 

infected by BVDV and the Infection Results 

in Changes in Phenotype and Activation 

Markers” 

- Nicole Behrens, Ph.D. Student, University of 

California-Davis to present “Study of the 

inverse correlation between the level of T 

regulatory cells and IgE during a type 1 

hypersensitivity reaction in the equine 

model”. 
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AAVI newsletter items regarding 

nominations for DVI award and elections 

Drafts 3/28/2013 
 

Nominations Underway for Distinguished 

Veterinary Immunologist  

The American Association of Veterinary 

Immunologists is soliciting nominations for its 

AAVI Distinguished Veterinary Immunologist 

award. This is the highest honor that AAVI 

bestows. The award, open to members and non-

members of AAVI, is intended to honor an 

immunologist for outstanding contributions to 

veterinary immunology.  The award recognizes 

individuals whose contribution to veterinary 

immunology is widely acknowledged as significant 

and important to the understanding of the 

immunology of domestic and/or wild animals. Any 

individual other than a current member of the 

Nominations Committee, who is nominated by an 

AAVI member in good standing, is eligible to be 

considered for the award. Letters of nomination 

should be emailed to Sue Lamont, chair of the 

AAVI Nominations Committee, at 

sjlamont@iastate.edu. The nominee’s C.V. must be 

included. Nominations are due May 25. 

----------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elections are Coming! 

It is time to submit nominations for the upcoming 

election cycle for AAVI. We need strong candidates 

for the following positions: 

 

1. Vice-President 

2. Member-at-large for the Board 

3. Two (2) members of the Nominations 

Committee 

 

Please give this careful consideration. Forward the 

names of nominees and encourage anyone with 

interest in serving to contact the AAVI Nominations 

Committee Chair, Sue Lamont 

(sjlamont@iastate.edu), by May 25.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sjlamont@iastate.edu
mailto:sjlamont@iastate.edu
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Upcoming Meeting Announcements 
 

American Association of 

Immunologists (AAI) 
 

Annual meeting.  May 3-7, 2013 is in Honolulu, HI.  

Sessions are at the Hawaii Convention Center. 

http://www.immunology2013.org 
  

International Veterinary  

Immunology Symposium 
 

August 28 – September 1,  2013 
Università degli Studi di Milano 

Via Festa del Perdono 7, 20122 Milan, Italy 

 

 

Society for Leukocyte Biology (SLB)  

 

45th annual meeting will be a 100 year  

celebration  from October 20-22, 2013 in 

Newport, RI .  

Theme: “Regulators of Innate Cell Plasticity”  

For program information visit 

http://www.leukocytebiology.org 

 

Conference for Research Workers in 

Animal Diseases (CRWAD),  

 

December 8-10, 2013, Chicago Marriott Downtown 

Magnificent Mile. 

http://www.cvmbs.colostate.edu/mip/crwad/index.htm 

 From March 15th to June 30th, we will 

collect LATE ABSTRACTS. These abstracts 

will enter into the official program of the 

meeting, but will be considered only for 

poster presentation as the selection for oral 

presentations has already started.  

 From June 1st to June 30th, we will also 

offer the possibility to submit LATE 

BREAKING ABSTRACTS, intended as late 

coming contributions of outstanding 

scientific value. Twelve LATE BREAKING 

ABSTRACTS (6 covering basic research and 

6 covering translational research) will be 

selected for oral presentations to be delivered 

on August 27th, in ad hoc Sessions. The 

other ones will be presented as posters in the 

appropriate poster sessions. 

Visit the website for more information. 
http://www.ici2013.org/home/

http://www.immunology2013.org/
http://www.cvmbs.colostate.edu/mip/crwad/index.htm
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AAVI Officers and Board  

President: Carol Chitko-McKown, USDA-ARS, 

Carol.chitkomckown@ars.usda.gov 

President Elect: Susan Eicher, USDA-ARS, 

Susan.Eicher@ars.usda.gov 

Vice President: Crystal Loving, USDA-ARS, 

Crystal.Loving@ars.usda.gov. 

Past President: Paul Coussens, Michigan State 

University, coussens@msu.edu 

Treasurer: Matt Sylte, University of Georgia, 

msylte@uga.edu 

Secretary: Matt Sylte, University of Georgia, 

msylte@uga.edu 

 

Members-at-Large: 

Lorraine Sordillo (2013), Michigan State 

University, sordillo@msu.edu  

Matt Sylte (2014), University of Georgia, 

msylte@uga.edu 

Laurel Gershwin (2015), UC Davis, 
ljgershwin@ucdavis.edu 

Philip Griebel (2016), U. of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 

 

Nomination Committee (Elected by 

membership) 

Susan Lamont (2013), Iowa State University, 

 sjlamont@iastate.edu 

Amerlia Woolums (2013), University of 

Georgia, awoolums@usg.edu 

Andreas Contreras (2014), Michigan State 

University, contrera@cvm.msu.edu 

Glenn Zhang (2014), Oklahoma State 

University, Glenn.Zhang@OKstate.edu 

Paige Adams (2015), U. of Texas Medical 

Branch, Galveston. apadams@utmb.edu 

Alan Young (2015) South Dakota State 

University, Brookings, Alan.Young@sdstate.edu 
 

Fund Raising Committee 

Ron Schultz, Chairperson, University of 

Wisconsin, schultzr@svm.vetmed.wisc.edu 

Chris Chase, South Dakota State University, 

christopher_chase@sdstate.edu 

Paul Coussens, Michigan State University, 

coussens@msu.edu 

 

 

 

 

Constitution/By-Laws Committee 

Paul Coussens, Chairperson, , Michigan State 

University, coussens@msu.edu 

 

Student Awards Committee 

Laura Miller, Chairperson, USDA-ARS,NADC 

laura.miller@ars.usda.gov  

 

Finance Committee 

Isis Mullarky, Chairperson, Virginia Tech, 

mullarky@vt.edu 

 

Newsletter Editor  

Susan Eicher (Spring 2013 Issue), USDA-ARS, 

Susan.Eicher@ars.usda.gov 

  

Katherine Petersson (Fall 2013 Issue), University 

of Rhode Island, kpetersson@uri.edu 

 

Webmaster 

Kevin Lahmers, Washington State University, 

klahmers@vetmed.wsu.edu 

 

mailto:coussens@msu.edu
mailto:msylte@uga.edu
mailto:msylte@uga.edu
mailto:sordillo@msu.edu
mailto:ljgershwin@ucdavis.edu
mailto:sjlamont@iastate.edu
mailto:awoolums@usg.edu
mailto:contrera@cvm.msu.edu
mailto:Glenn.Zhang@OKstate.edu
mailto:christopher_chase@sdstate.edu
mailto:coussens@msu.edu
mailto:coussens@msu.edu
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